
Wellspring - Honduras - 
La Sabana revisited! 
 
May 21 the team of David & Elijah Richards 
(father & son), Mike Sawyer, and myself 
headed back to La Sabana to complete a well 
that had given us fits. This would be our third 
attempt in this village and we were           
determined to get water for the people of La 
Sabana...they had been the best of all villages 
to work with...they were constantly working, 
feeding us, carrying cold drinks to us, any-
thing they could think of to help us and we 
fell in love with them. Because of that we 
had asked all of you to pray for us on this 
attempt; and by the power of your prayers 
God opened the doors for us to find water 
and finally La Sabana could celebrate!  
 
Our efforts were met with the usual road-
blocks that 
Satan throws 
in front of 
those who 
are trying to 
further the 
Kingdom of 
God. When 
we went to 
our drill site 
we were 
greeted with 
a barbed wire 
fence       
running 
within a few 
feet of where 
we needed to set our equipment. Someone 
had purchased the land we had been drilling 
on and it was apparent that we weren’t going 
to be continuing in the same hole. We would 
have to find a new location to drill and it 
would have to be land that the owner was 
willing to donate to the community. That 
wouldn’t be an easy task...finding suitable 
land and someone who would donate it. As 
we discussed and pondered what to do next 
the effectiveness of your prayers became 
manifest. From seemingly nowhere an old 
man appeared on the scene and began      
telling us he had lived in the area all his life 
and he knew we wouldn’t find water where 
we had been drilling. However, he said he 
could show us where there was a strong    
aquifer that was only 60’ deep.  Normally I 
wouldn’t  listen to the ramblings of an old 

man and his supposed knowledge of where 
the water was underground, and how deep it 
was. But, there was something different 
about this old man...we had never seen him 
before in our previous two trips and his 
words just seemed to carry great weight! We 
decided to follow him as he led us some two 
thousand yards through thick undergrowth 
until he finally stopped and announced that 
the water was here!  It actually ‘looked’ like 
a good site; but more importantly, it ‘felt’ 
like a good site!  We were equally            
astonished to find out that the owner of this 
land was the owner of the previous location 
and he would agree to simply swap the land!  
We prayed and asked the villagers to prepare 
the site for the next day and left feeling as if 
God had sent us an angel to guide our 
steps! “The effective, fervent prayer of a 
righteous man avails much.” James 5:16  
Indeed, your prayers had given us much 

help...they had 
dispatched an 
angel to guide 
us! Need I tell 
you that we 
never saw the 
old man again?    
 
It was brutally 
hot on the plain 
around San 
Pedro Sula, but 
David, Elijah, 
& Mike 
worked as if 
they had lived 

there all their 
lives. We were having great success drilling 
with the air hammer the next day when Satan 
again tried to foil our plans. We became 
aware that our cooling oil was low and our 
supply had disappeared on us! That meant a 
trip to the only approved compressor repair 
house in the country to purchase additional 
oil and by the time I returned Mike told me, 
“the air compressor began to shut off on us 
for no apparent reason.”  Bringing the oil 
level up didn’t seem to help us and even 
though Mike is a mechanical wizard he 
couldn’t figure out the problem. That meant a 
return trip to the dealer’s. It was Saturday 
and they would close at noon and we arrived 
about 11:45 a.m.  In spite of our best pleas 
they wouldn’t agree to send a serviceman out 
to us since it was so close to their closing 
time. That would mean we would lose two 
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Happy Helpers! 
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days of drilling; and we couldn’t afford 
that.  We started to leave, rather          
dejectedly, when one of the servicemen 
came to us and told us they would meet 
us at the site on their own time. Three of 
them came to La Sabana and worked for 
close to two hours trouble shooting the 
compressor. When they finally had the 
problem resolved we took some time to 
pay and thank them; and that’s when God 
opened the door for us to witness to 
them.  We spent close to 45 minutes with 
them telling of how God had changed our 
lives and how He wanted to change their 
lives as well.  They were skeptical and 
told us nothing seemed to ever go right 
for them and it was hard to believe! We 
told them we felt one of the reasons God 
had sent us there was to bless them in a 
way that would help them believe that 
God cared about them.  When we paid them they asked for 
more...the national soccer championship was being held 
that evening and they desperately wanted the money for 
tickets and the bus trip to the stadium.  We increased their 
pay to accommodate them and told them, “every time you 
cheer at the game, remember it was God who made this 
possible for you.”  Although they didn’t make decisions 
for the Lord right there, they did pray that God would 
soften their hearts and help their unbelief! They also 
asked that when we return we bring them each a Bible! 
God gives us opportunities to bring light to the lost all the 
time...are we looking all the time?  When we see a         
serviceman, go to the store, the office, shopping, take the 
kids to the playground, etc. are we looking for those     
opportunities?     
 
The rest of our days were difficult and terribly hot, but our 
reward made everything seem as if it had been “light and 
momentary”.  When the water spewed forth from the 
ground Mike, David, Elijah, myself, and the whole       
community gave out a great shout of joy! Through the 
prayers of the saints, God had brought us the victory,    
rewarded the faith of a village, and staked His claim in 
La Sabana!!! 
 
The Economy and God’s Work 
 
First let me thank you for your continued prayers and    
financial support over the past years. Without you none of 
what we do is possible and we give thanks to God for you 
everyday. With the price of fuel and food rising to        
unprecedented heights, with job security getting shaky, 
with the gloomy forecast that faces us it’s easy to           
understand how the trials of our everyday life can cause us 
to shrink in our giving. However, the need to spread the 

Gospel is not tied to our       
economy and we must 
continue to each do our 
part; pray, give, & go! 
This letter goes out to 
over 600 people; if each 
of you gave just $10/
month, each month, we 
would have all the       
finances (and more) we 
need to carry out the   
ministry of  Wellspring of 
Life. We know times are 
tough, but souls are being 
lost to Satan every minute 
of every day and you and 
I have the ability to 
change some of that!  We 
can, through our         
sacrifices, enable others 

to go and experience God on a higher plane, we can 
build homes for those who don’t have, we can bring 
potable water to those who die from contaminated   
water, we can build churches, teach women, men, & 
children, we can bring light & hope, share God’s love 
with those who feel  unwanted, we can ‘freely give 

what we have freely  received’...WE CAN! But it 
takes us all!  Please pray, please ask God if He would 
have you support this work….$5, or $10, or $25,  per 
month...no gift is too small and certainly none is too 
large.  2 Cor. 9:10-11 “Now He who      
supplies seed for the sower and bread for 
food will also supply & increase your 
store of seed and enlarge the harvest of 
your righteousness. You will be made 
rich in every way so you can be generous 
on every occasion, and through us your 
generosity will result in thanksgiving to 
God.”  God promises if you will sow He will        
increase your seed  and that your   generosity will result 
in thanksgiving to Him!  You can store up treasures in 
heaven, but it takes sacrifice.  Proverbs says, “If you 
faint in time of adversity, how small is your faith?”  
Please pray and ask God to give you the strength to 
give even in the tough times. He will reward your 
faithfulness! 
 
 
Strengthened by you, in His service,   
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Let the Fun Begin! 


