
Wellspring - Honduras 
Jardine del Norte plus Feeding 
Centers & Orphanages 
 
Family Missions: cont’d 
“Couples head to Honduras” is the latest 
church bulletin possibility from a Wellspring 
of Life trip.  September 14 three couples  
(Dr. Michael & Emily Gaitonde, with two 
year old Evan, Matt & Joanna Novack, and 
Shane & Heather Brillhart) from the     
Washington D.C. area joined Joyce and I for 
a great week in Honduras.  From the moment 
we met them in the Atlanta airport until the 
moment we parted a week later, it was clear 
that God had knit the nine of us together to 
become His fellow-workers!  I think God 
sent two year old Evan along to be our     
inspiration...no matter what situation he was 
dropped into, he faced it with joy and       
contentment! What a lesson we can learn 
from him! 

 
This team would be split into two teams:  
Michael, Emily, Evan, Joyce, and our     
translator Doris, would travel each day to 
feeding centers and orphanages; while the 
other group: Shane, Matt, Joanna, Heather, 
and myself went to drill. On occasion some 
of us would swap team assignments and one 
day we took everyone to the feeding center 
before heading off to drill.  Those of us who 
were drilling really appreciated seeing first 
hand what the others had been telling us 
about each evening. These feeding centers 
really were not for the lazy...5 Honduran 
women cleaned, prepared, & cooked meals to 
feed hundreds children everyday, and they 
did it with the lack of even the most basic 
kitchen utensils. Then they hauled the food in 
large open pots for miles over dusty roads to 
each of the locations. Each of the orphanages 
reached out and grabbed the hearts of our 

team, but one in particular broke their 
hearts…#7.  #7, as they dubbed it, had been 
just a feeding center as recently as three 
weeks prior to our visit; however, it was now 
an orphanage filled with 19 children aged 3 
to 17 who had been removed from their 
domiciles by Honduras authorities because of 
abuse.  Compared to the other orphanages we 

visited, #7 was virtually empty with only the 
barest of basics...the toy box was empty, a 
playground non-existent, and the activity 
room chairs and tables looked as if they had 
been pulled from a dumpster! You could 
look at the blank stares of the children and 
almost see the horror of their lives burning 
deeper inside them. These children need help 
now and our team returned everyday just to 
love on them.  On one of the return trips 
the Lord gave the team a blessing...Jose, a 
handicapped worker, accepted the Lord! 
Please pray for the children of #7 and      
children like them in so many orphanages 
around the world...God will reward you for 
your efforts on their behalf...test Him and 
see if doesn’t “...open the windows of 
heaven…” for you!  

 
The other half of our team spent the week 
drilling in Jardine del Norte.  They had a well 
in the village, but it kept drying up on them, 
so our task was to see if we could drill deeper 
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Our “DC” Connection! 

Evan & his new ‘gang’ 

Joyce, Emily, & Doris share Christ with the 
women of the feeding center 
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and find a better aquifer. By now you know that nothing 
ever comes easily in drilling and this trip would be no  
exception...after getting all of our equipment to the village 
we were ready to set the rig into place and begin drilling. 
However, it wouldn’t start...the starter was shot and we 
would have to get it rebuilt before we could begin.       
Fortunately one of the locals, Artie, was a mechanic and 
he quickly identified the problem, removed the starter, and 
headed off to find someone to rebuild it.  None of our 
crew (pictured to the right) had ever drilled before, but 
they proved to be a great drilling team!  While Shane 
drilled, Matt changed out stems & kept the hole cleared, 
leaving Heather & Joanna to handle the mud pits, stem 
preparation, & to keep our cuttings chart.  We had to drill 
through 60’ of sand before we could find any clay barrier 
and that took a toll on the rig. We replaced two ball 
valves, repaired and replaced a seal and a universal union 
along with all of the normal setbacks associated with drill-
ing.  But this group stayed in constant prayer throughout 
the day everyday and God allowed us to overcome        
everything Satan threw at us.  At 95’ we found our aquifer 
and now Jardine del Norte has their well; but more       
importantly they know that someone cares for them—they 
know that they could never have gotten this well had it not 
been for the love of Jesus for them!  Every time they 
thanked us we reminded them we were only there    
because Jesus wanted to show them His love!  
 
Our blessing was finishing the well a day early having an 
entire day to celebrate with children and people of Jardine 

del Norte. The team had a party complete with a piñata for 
the children...they sang songs, played games, and prayed 
together. Then the women of the village insisted that we 
all get in the middle of their circle and they laid hands on 
the entire team and prayed for us!  It was exhilarating! The 
day continued as we lined every one up by families and 
handed out clothes, hygiene items, and other gifts the DC 
Connection had rounded up. We reminded everyone that 
every time they took a drink from the well they should 
thank Jesus for what He did for them on the cross. We also 

told them that, just like Jesus, this well would be a 
blessing for them and for generations to come.  Just as 
the water from this well would not stop flowing, so too, 
the love of Jesus will stop flowing to them.  It was a 
glorious day of celebration and as we left the          
community you could see a new sparkle in their eyes! 
 
Michael wrote me and said he hadn’t stopped thanking 
God for allowing him to be His hands and feet that 
week in Honduras; and the whole team echoes his 
thoughts!  Etched into our hearts and minds forever are 
the sights, smells, and sounds of the children, the feed-
ing centers, the village, the desparation, the joy, the 
futility, the sadness; but ultimately the victory.  The 
victory of putting smiles on children’s faces, of seeing 
women come alive because they got new aprons and 
utensils, of seeing an entire village celebrate a new 
well...but the sweetest victory is seeing the hope in 
them now because they have been reassured that they 
haven’t been abandoned, they are loved, they are     
important to God Almighty! Those images are ours for 
a lifetime and beyond!  Won’t you give yourself the 
opportunity to embrace these same memories— 
won’t you become God’s 
hands and feet for a 
week?  Join us in God’s 
work! 

 
Please notice our new   
mailing address at the     
bottom of the front page.   
 
Strengthened by you, in 
His service,   
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Heather, Shane, Matt & Joanna—Drillers Supreme 

Celebration time in Jardine del Norte 

Fruit of our labors! 


